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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on July 02. 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) . is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-3 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see # 23, filed 08/02/2004, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-3 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Cornett et al. (USPN 
5053758). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Colonna et al. (USPN 61 15620) in view of Cornett et al. (USPN 5053758) 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Colonna teaches about a portable communication 
device (100), hinge assembly (214), first housing element (202), and second housing 
element (204) that is movable relative to first housing. See column 3, lines 61-67, and 
column 4, line 16. In addition Colonna teaches about a sensor producing a position signal 
to indicate the position of the second housing element relative to the first housing 
element. See column 2, lines 45-51 and Fig 2. 



Application/Control Number: 09/45 1, 167 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2674 

Colonna does not teach movable housing element being mounted movably on the 
housing. Kim on the other hand teaches the keypad (16) performing sliding and is 
electrically connected to the support member (18) which includes operating electronics 
by contacts (19) on the rear of the keypad and electrical contacts on the front of the 
electrical support member (18). See Fig (3-5) and col. 2, lines 47-61. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Colonna's portable communication device to adapt Kim's 
slidable keypad (16). One would have been motivated in view of the suggestion in Kim 
that the keypad (16) as configured in Fig 3 meets the desired "movable housing element" 
The use of keypad helps the function a mobile PDA device as taught by Kim. 

However, Colonna does not teach "a movable housing element being mounted 
movable on the housing responsive to a contact force applied by a user and having touch 

sensitive circuitry for providing a force position signal indicative of the position of the 

r 

contact force" . Cornet on the other hand teaches touchscreen control panel in which an 
operator slides touch and actuates the associated control functions (see the abstract). 
Cornett discloses as shown in Fig. 1 a touch screen (11) continuously providing touch 
position input data permitting the operator to slide touch over the screen of the monitor 
10, maintaining contact without pressure, thereby providing a continuous stream of touch 
positions. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Colonna'a portable communication device (Fig. 2) to 
adapt Cornett' s touchscreen system where an operator slides touch, and actuate. One 
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would have been motivated in view of the suggestion in Cornett that the slide-touch 
configuration is functionally equivalent to the desired touch sensitive circuitry. The use 
slide-touch technique helps function a control panel with touchsceen overlay as taught by 
Cornett. 

Regarding claim 2, see Kim's Fig. 3 (13). 
Regarding claim 3, see Cornet's Fig. 1 

Regarding claims 5, 9, 18, 27-28 and 31, Kim teaches the PDA device (10) 
including base assembly (12), slidable keypad (16), contacts and keys input buttons (22, 
23,28). See Fig 3. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Colonna teaches about a controller (106), user interface 
(110) with respect to RF signals. See column 2, lines 65-67, and column 3, lines 1-7. 

Regarding claim 8, Kim teaches the use of touch sensitive screen (27) as well as a 
keypad (16) which is slid out along space rails (17), and a cover (13) along with the 
associated switch the type of which can be electrical, mechanical and magnetic. See 
col.2, lines 19-61. 

Regarding claims 10 and 29, Colonna teaches about different types of input 
devices as wells as different electronic devices such as radiotelephone and PDA. See 
column 2, lines 60-65. Also see column Fig 2 and 3. 

Regarding claims 1 1, 21-26 and 30, see Colonna' s Fig 2 (206, 208). 

Regarding claims 12 and 16, Colonna teaches the use portable communication 
device including the use of speakerphone mode, which is illustrated in terms of a 
switching process. See col. 1, lines 5-11. 
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Regarding claim 13, Colonna' s teaches about sensor circuitry. See Fig 8. 

Regarding claims 14, 17, and 19-20, Colonna teaches about speaker (10) and 
radiotelephone system. See Fig 12. Colonna also teaches about, keypad (206) along with 
controller (106), user interface (110), and 19 and transmission of RF signals data 
including voice and control signals. See Fig 1, and 2. 

Regarding claim 15, see Colonna's Fig 3. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Abbas Abdulselam whose telephone number is (703) 
305-8591. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday (9:00- 
5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached at (703) 305-4709. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology center 2600 customer Service office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

Abbas Abdulselam 
Examiner 1 
Art Unit 2674 
September 6, 2004 
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